The study suffers from the fact that it is retrospective and is attempting to make sense of a heterogeneous collection of in take and treatment data. However, even with this limitation, the work significant ly enlarges our knowledge of the influ ence of social class in this field, which was not adequately covered by Redlich and Hollingshead in their classic work. The authors in this study found signifi cant differences between social classes in therapist availability, type of treatment received and diagnostic evaluation. They confirmed the higher incidence of al coholic psychoses amongst the lower classes and suggested a difference of drinking patterns between classes. They found lower class drinking patterns to be generally more extreme, with more rapid progression than in the upper classes where there was less gross intoxi cation, and disruption of living patterns. Since assignment of therapists was class determined, there was a strong possibility that therapy was based on other than rational considerations; this suggests the urgent need to develop valid criteria for determining the optimum form of care for a particular type of patient -a need in psychiatry which is by no means con fined to the alcoholic. This volume is the twenty-second in an ambitious series of annual reviews of the contemporary literature in neurology and psychiatry. Clearly the editor is attempt ing to assist the harrassed reader of the current literature in finding a partial solution to the vexing problem of infor mation or literature overload. In some respects', this volume is an honest and partly successful attempt, but it is, in other respects, disappointing and of limi ted help, and therefore of little value to the busy reader.
This book does review a large body of literature to which the average reader would have little access. The volume is well indexed and well organized in its general format, so that an area of partic ular interest can be quickly discovered.
The essential problems he in two main dimensions. Firstly, in those areas in which the reader might be rather better informed there was rarely any indication in the text as to the references regarded by the editor as being the most impor tant. Without suggesting that the editor's opinion should be the guideline, some indication of this sort would be valuable in eliminating the repetitious and pedes trian from the more substantial contribu tion, be it an original publication or schol arly review. This varied greatly between chapters, some chapters reviewing articles at little length and attempting some syn thesis of the year's work, providing thereby a cohesive over-view. In other chapters references were strung synoptically and without a readily identifi able pattern. In those areas with which the reader might be less familiar the latter method made the text confusing.
Psychiatrists will note, with some re gret, that psychiatry occupies something less than a third of the volume, managing just eighteen pages more than the opening section on basic sciences. Yet, as the editor states in the preface, "it may be considered a healthy sign that. . . nearly one third . . . deal with basic sciences". With this statement psychiatrists would agree, suggesting only that to the list of neuroanatomy and neurophysiology, etc., be added the basic behavioural sciences of anthropology, Sociology and psychol ogy.
These volumes would appear to have a useful place in the medical library as a quick introduction to the recent litera ture. IAN HECTOR, M.D. Toronto, Ont.
